January 26, 2018
Have You Renewed Your Membership Yet?
Membership renewal notices were released in early January. Please remember to check your mail and submit your
renewal. Members benefit in many ways from belonging to their industry association. A key benefit is the combined voice of
the industry. Working together, we can professionalize our industry and advocate on behalf of the industry to regulatory
authorities.
Your association appreciates your support!

Member Education Day
Planning is underway for an education day in late February/early March. The focus for the program will be sizing pressure distribution systems and a review of soils properties that impact onsite wastewater systems.
Members will be notified of the date and location as soon as they are finalized.

From the Archives
Periodically it is good to go back and look at the archives. There is a lot of valuable information that has been presented in past
issues. Birds are returning from the south at the same time that the installation season is ramping up. The article below
addresses the connection between those two events.
The Danger of Uncapped, Vertical, Open Pipes to Wildlife
A significant danger to wildlife is poised by open 4” vertical PVC or Big-O pipes, and open valve boxes.
Snakes, amphibians, bats, birds and many sorts of invertebrates in valve have been found.
Plastic PVC pipes have been used as valve boxes, piezometers, and mining claim markers for some time. Onsite installers and
mining claim-holders use 4-inch diameter PVC plastic pipes because they are light, inexpensive, and easy to see. If uncapped,
they are also bird and wildlife-killers.
Small birds, mostly cavity-nesters, frequently investigate these pipe-openings, often after first perching on top. Once they enter
a pipe, the birds become trapped; the width doesn’t allow for wing-opening, and the sides are far too smooth to allow climbing
out. The pipe becomes a deadly trap.
For example, two inspections in Nevada of 1,177 pipes in 2008 and 2009 revealed 957 dead birds. And again last month, 854
pipes inspected revealed 879 dead birds. Ash-throated Flycatchers and Mountain Bluebirds dominated the mortalities, but
other victims included woodpeckers, shrikes, wrens, sparrows, Green-tailed Towhees, and even Western Screech-Owls.
According to a 2006 Statistics Canada survey, approximately 20% of the 12.4 million households in Canada (or about 2.5
million) use onsite systems.
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/16-002-x/2008004/tbl/water-eau/tbl001-water-eau-eng.htm
http://www4.hrsdc.gc.ca/.3ndic.1t.4r@-eng.jsp?iid=37
There are about 115 million households the US of which about 25% use onsite.
http://www.census.gov/prod/1/pop/p25-1129.pdf
Make sure all vertical pipes and valve boxes are covered!
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